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Prime Minister,

I am writing this letter to you from a bustling, traditional coffee house in Addis Ababa,
watching the thick incense smoke swirl around the room while waiting for my freshly
brewed buna and a platter of sourdough injera. To the outside world, your political
journey is one for the history books: you entered the world stage as the ultimate
breath of fresh air, won a Nobel Peace Prize in 2019, initiated dazzling urban face-lifts,
and launched Ethiopia’s first satellites into space. You are the leader of Africa’s oldest
independent nation—a proud diplomatic titan, a symbol of black sovereignty, and the
home of the African Union.

But as an educated citizen living through the complex reality of 2026, it is impossible
not to feel that navigating modern Ethiopia is like walking along the knife-edge of our
breathtaking Simien Mountains: one brilliant, inspiring panoramic view, followed
immediately by a terrifying, sheer drop into conflict. We see the beautiful new parks
and museums in the capital, but we are quietly weeping because the sound of gunfire
and the smell of burning villages never seem to truly leave our regions.



Ethiopia doesn't just need glittering city beautification projects; we need a sustainable
formula for deep ethnic peace and economic survival:

The Tragic Paradox of a Nobel Peace Laureate: It remains a bitter, ironic pill to
swallow. The world handed you a Nobel Prize for making peace with Eritrea, yet the
years that followed saw our own country plunged into one of the bloodiest, most
devastating internal conflicts of the 21st century in Tigray. Even now, in 2026, as the
Tigray wounds slowly try to heal, internal stability remains completely shattered.
Violent insurgencies in Amhara and ongoing ethnic tensions in Oromia mean that
human life has become heartbreakingly cheap. You cannot build a glorious "New
Ethiopia” on top of mass displacement, drone strikes, and regional state emergencies.
Peace must be felt in the homes of farmers, not just on signed agreements.

The Grand Renaissance Dam vs. Local Hunger: The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
(GERD) is our magnificent national pride, built on our collective sweat, pennies, and
patriotic dreams. We have defied geopolitical pressure and filled its reservoirs,
proving our engineering might to the world. But a country cannot live on electricity
alone. While we boast about exporting power to our neighbors, millions of our own
people across various regions are facing acute food insecurity due to structural
disruptions, climate shocks, and conflict. Let’s ensure the energy from the GERD
actually fuels factories that feed our people, rather than just acting as a high-stakes
geopolitical trophy.

The Foreign Currency Crunch and Economic Squeeze: Living in Ethiopia has become
an exhausting financial battle. The hyperinflation of basic food items—from teff to
cooking oil—is crushing the urban middle class. For years, your administration has
managed the economy with an iron fist, but the chronic, suffocating shortage of
foreign currency has choked out local private enterprises. Opening up our banking
sector to foreign investors and trying to liberalize the birr is a high-stakes economic
gamble. If the wealth generated only circles around elite real estate developments in
Addis Ababa while the rural economy suffocates under high debt, the social pressure
cooker will blow.

The Illusion of the "Beautified" Capital: Your Sheger Project and the sweeping
modernization of Addis Ababa have undeniably made the capital look cleaner,



greener, and more attractive to foreign diplomats. But we are an observant, educated
generation. We notice the sharp, painful irony of building luxury parks and massive
libraries while independent journalists are routinely jailed, civil society is heavily
restricted, and political dissent is met with immediate, harsh security crackdowns.
True national beauty doesn't come from manicured lawns; it comes from a society
where citizens can speak their minds without looking over their shoulders.

Mr. Prime Minister, you possess undeniable charisma, an unyielding work ethic, and a
grand, philosophical vision for Ethiopia’s greatness. You broke the old EPRDF party
monopoly and dared to dream of a completely transformed nation.

But true statecraft is not a solo performance, and a nation of 120 million people
cannot be managed purely through an administrative echo chamber. A lasting legacy
cannot be built on vanity infrastructure while the provinces bleed. Put down the
grand master plans for a moment. Bring all ethnic factions, regional leaders, and
peaceful critics to a genuinely honest, open, and unconditional national dialogue.
Heal the deep fractures of our land, protect the basic human rights of every Ethiopian,
and make sure our country is known for its enduring unity, not its tragic
fragmentation.

With profound love for our ancient heritage, a steaming cup of buna, and a firm
demand for genuine peace,

An Al Citizen of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

Executive Leadership Audit: Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed An evaluation of the Prime
Minister's performance and systemic stability in 2026 (on a strict scale from 1 to 5):

Geopolitical Stature and Hydro-Politics: 4.2 (Strong. Successfully navigated immense
pressure from Egypt and Sudan over the GERD, asserting Ethiopia’s dominance as an
indispensable Eastern African hydro-power giant)

Infrastructure Development and Urban Modernization: 4.0 (Highly visible.
Exceptional focus on transforming Addis Ababa's infrastructure and pushing ahead
with major national megaprojects)



Economic Reform and Monetary Management: 2.3 (Weak. Chronic foreign exchange
shortages, crushing inflation, and immense war-induced economic strain heavily test
his recent liberalization policies)

Internal Security, Human Rights, and Social Cohesion: 1.2 (A catastrophic failure.
Persistent ethnic insurgencies, severe human rights violations during military
operations, and a heavy clampdown on press freedom have deeply fractured the
nation)

Final Verdict: 2.92 / The Fragmented Visionary. Abiy Ahmed is a highly ambitious,
polarizing ruler who oscillates between the grandiosity of a nation-builder and the
brutal pragmatism of a wartime leader. While his architectural and energy
achievements are monumental, his inability to foster genuine ethnic reconciliation
and institutional security has left Ethiopia in a state of chronic volatility. His legacy
hangs on whether he can pivot from military force to inclusive statesmanship before
the nation’s internal fractures become permanent.
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