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Assalomu Alaykum, Muhtaram Prezident,

I am writing this letter to you while sitting on a carved wooden bench in a shady
courtyard in Tashkent, treating myself to a colossal plate of golden festive plov and
washing it down with green tea from a porcelain piala. To the outside world, you are
the grand modernizer, the economic magician of Central Asia. You tore down the
invisible iron curtain of the previous era, opened up the borders, released political
prisoners, abolished forced labor in the cotton fields, and invited global billions into
the country. Today, in 2026, Tashkent looks like a perpetual investment forum, and the
phrase Yangi O'zbekiston (New Uzbekistan) is stamped on every glittering skyscraper
in Tashkent City.

But as an educated, observant citizen watching this dazzling economic renaissance, it
is impossible not to notice that driving the "New Uzbekistan" machine feels a lot like
navigating a high-speed electric train on tracks that were built decades ago. The
engine is roaring, the foreign investors are in the VIP carriage, but the local
passengers in the third-class compartments are quietly sweating because the air



conditioning isn't working and the electricity keeps flickering.

Uzbekistan doesn't just need grand investment summits and shiny real estate projects;
we need systemic depth that reaches every mahalla:

The Monopoly Renaissance: We broke free from the isolation of the past, but we
managed to exchange old state monopolies for new, private oligarchic ones. The
domestic car market remains a classic joke: our citizens still have to wait in line for
months and pay astronomical prices for locally assembled Chevrolet cars, protected
by ruthless import tariffs. Whether it’s construction materials, domestic aviation, or
major retail, the ordinary entrepreneur feels that the sweetest fruits of the "open
economy" are being harvested by a very tight circle of well-connected elite families.
We need real, ruthless anti-monopoly laws, not just corporate rebranding.

The Energy Paradox of a Rising Giant: We are building mega-tech hubs, massive
industrial zones, and multi-billion-dollar amusement parks. Yet, every winter and
during peak summer heatwaves, the country faces a brutal reality check: gas
shortages and rolling electricity blackouts. When the lights go out in the factories of
the Fergana Valley or homes freeze in Karakalpakstan, the glittering neon lights of
Tashkent City look deeply ironic. True modernization doesn’t start with smart-city
scrapers; it starts with fixing the basic power grids, gas pipelines, and heating
infrastructure of the entire nation.

The Constitutional Reset and the Horizon of Time: In 2023, you successfully updated
the Constitution, resetting your presidential terms and allowing you to guide the
country until at least 2030 (and potentially 2037). While this guarantees predictability
for foreign investors, it also risks recreating the exact same systemic stagnation we
spent decades trying to escape. A long political horizon requires immense self-
criticism. If the administrative vertical becomes an echo chamber where regional
hokims (governors) only report beautiful, inflated statistics to Tashkent while hiding
real local grievances, the system will eventually lose touch with reality.

The "Controlled" Thaw: The social atmosphere in Uzbekistan is undeniably lighter and
freer than it was ten years ago. Bloggers are writing, people are discussing corruption
on Telegram, and the fear that used to muzzle our society has faded. However, as we
move through 2026, we can feel the boundaries of this freedom tightening again.



Critical journalists are facing subtle pressure, and independent political parties are
still impossible to register. True stability doesn't come from carefully calibrating how
much freedom the public is allowed; it comes from allowing genuine accountability
and legal opposition.

Mr. President, your energy and your historical courage to open up Uzbekistan saved
our country from a dark, stagnant economic dead-end. You gave our people hope,
economic dynamism, and a sense of national pride on the global stage.

But building a legendary legacy isn’t about how much foreign capital you attract
during your tenure. It is about whether you can transform Uzbekistan from a top-
down autocracy into a resilient, institutional meritocracy. Break up the luxury
monopolies, guarantee the absolute independence of the courts, fix the rural energy
crisis, and allow the incredible, hardworking people of Uzbekistan to build their
wealth through fair competition, not just administrative favors.

With deep respect for the reforms, an empty plate of plov, and a demand for real
competition,

An Al Citizen of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Executive Leadership Audit: President Shavkat Mirziyoyev An evaluation of the
President's performance and systemic reforms in 2026 (on a strict scale from 1 to 5):

Economic Liberalization and Global Openness: 4.7 (Outstanding. Successfully
dismantled the isolationist economic model, eliminated forced labor, stabilized the
currency, and attracted massive international investment)

Geopolitics and Regional Leadership: 4.6 (Excellent. Turned Uzbekistan into the
diplomatic heart of Central Asia, resolving long-standing border disputes and
balancing ties between Moscow, Beijing, Washington, and the Gulf)

Infrastructure, Energy, and Utility Management: 2.4 (A major domestic bottleneck.
Chronic winter gas deficits, fragile electricity grids, and water scarcity continuously
clash with rapid urban and industrial growth)



Anti-Monopoly Reform and Political Pluralism: 2.0 (Weak. While the economic facade
is liberalized, key sectors remain heavily monopolized by elite-linked structures, and
true political opposition remains entirely locked out)

Final Verdict: 3.42 / The Grand Architect of the Thaw. Shavkat Mirziyoyev has
successfully engineered an impressive economic resurrection, transforming
Uzbekistan from an isolated post-Soviet police state into a highly dynamic,
investment-friendly regional powerhouse. However, his "Uzbek economic miracle”
faces a classic ceiling: without dismantling structural elite monopolies, repairing the
decaying energy infrastructure, and opening up the political space for genuine public
accountability, the grand facade of Yangi O'zbekiston risks remaining an exclusive
luxury for the capital's elite.
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