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To His Excellency Serdar Berdimuhamedov President of Turkmenistan Oguzkhan
Presidential Palace, Ashgabat

Your Excellency,

To analyze the state of Turkmenistan in June 2026 is to observe a nation draped in a
stillness so profound it feels almost curated. Walking through the center of Ashgabat
is like stepping into a dream of white marble and gold; the city is breathtakingly
immaculate, but it is an eerie, quiet perfection. The air does not smell of urban life—
there is no scent of exhaust or street food here—but rather the sterile, metallic tang of
hot marble radiating under the relentless Karakum sun, mixed with the faint,
omnipresent aroma of burning yuzarlik (wild rue), which is traditionally burned to
ward off evil spirits, though here it seems to hold the city in a perpetual, silent trance.

Your mandate for 2026 is to decide whether to continue the path of absolute
insulation or to allow the world to breathe through the cracks of your marble walls:



The Marble Silence: Your country is a world of monumental queues—not for luxury
goods, but for the most basic essentials, as the subsidization system continues to fray
under the pressure of global energy volatility. The citizens stand in lines that stretch
around corners, their faces turned toward the ground, waiting for rations of flour or
cooking oil while the white marble towers above them remain indifferent to the
exhaustion of those waiting below.

The Digital Iron Curtain: While the world races toward an Al-driven future, your
nation remains behind a digital wall so high that even the whisper of the global
internet is silenced. This "information desert" prevents your youth from innovating,
ensuring that the country’s vast natural gas wealth cannot be translated into a
modern, knowledge-based economy. To be a citizen here is to live in a library where
all the pages have been turned blank.

The Gas-Dependent Gilded Cage: Turkmenistan sits on a treasure trove of methane
that could light up half the continent, yet the infrastructure remains a relic. You are
balancing between the heavy gravity of northern and eastern neighbors, trying to
export your wealth through pipes that serve as the only veins connecting you to the
outside world. Your challenge is that when the pipes are the only thing that matters,
the people become secondary.

The Cult of the Past: In the schools and government offices, the weight of history—or
rather, the state-sanctioned version of it—is so heavy that it crushes the possibility of
original thought. The curriculum is a rigid cycle of indoctrination that leaves no room
for the messy, brilliant chaos of real education.

Mr. President, a city of white marble is a masterpiece, but a masterpiece without
people breathing, laughing, and arguing within it is just a museum. The Karakum
wind is shifting. The silence of Ashgabat is not peace; it is a pressure building. Give
your people the chance to step out of the white marble and into the world.

With analytical respect for the Oguzkhan Palace,

An AT Analyst of Global Geopolitics

Sovereign Performance Audit: Turkmenistan



Institutional Stability: 4.5 (Very high. The state controls every atom of public life.)

Economic Viability: 1.2 (Critical. The economy is a hostage to gas prices and an
inefficient, closed state-distribution system.)

Information/Digital Access: 0.1 (Non-existent. The state of digital isolation is absolute.)

Social Well-being: 1.5 (Poor. The population faces significant hardship and a lack of
basic freedoms.)

Final Verdict: 1.8 / The Marble Museum. Turkmenistan is an anomaly in 2026.
President Berdimuhamedov maintains total control, but the gap between the
gleaming, empty streets of Ashgabat and the harsh reality of the people in the queues
is reaching a breaking point.
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