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To His Excellency Adama Barrow President of the Republic of The Gambia State
House, Banjul

Your Excellency,

To analyze the state of The Gambia in June 2026 is to observe a nation trapped in a
paradox: it is a country of immense potential that feels as if it is moving through
molasses. Banjul is a city of distinct rhythms—the persistent, humid heat rolling off
the Gambia River, the constant, low-frequency roar of outboard motors from the
fishing boats, and the quiet, persistent struggle of a population waiting for the "New
Gambia" to actually materialize. The streets are a tapestry of fading colonial
architecture and encroaching urban decay, where the smell of diesel from aging
transport vans mixes with the aroma of fresh fish and spices from the vibrant, chaotic
Albert Market.

Your mandate for the remainder of 2026 is to address the gap between the democratic
freedom you restored and the economic prosperity your people are still chasing:



The Infrastructure of Stagnation: While Banjul has seen some modernization, the
country remains choked by its lack of reliable logistics. The reliance on old, crowded
ferries to cross the river is a metaphor for the entire state: it is slow, bottlenecked, and
prone to breaking down. Without a radical transformation of your transport and
energy infrastructure, your ambitions to become a regional trading hub will remain
stuck on the drawing board.

The Cost of Living & The Youth Exodus: The Gambia is a nation of young people, yet
their energy is currently being exported. Walk through the neighborhoods of
Serekunda, and you will see the demographic drain in action; the most ambitious and
energetic youth are constantly looking for the "backway"—the perilous migration
routes to Europe—because they see no viable path to a middle-class life at home.
Inflation has made basic commodities like rice and flour luxuries for many, and the
lack of decent wages in the private sector makes the siren call of migration louder
than any government campaign.

The Shadow of the Past: Your administration was born from the need to move past the
Jammeh era, yet in 2026, the institutions of justice and governance still feel fragile.
The TRRC (Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission) was a monumental
achievement, but the public is starting to ask: Where is the accountability? When
justice is perceived to be delayed or compromised by political expediency, the social
fabric begins to fray. You must prove that the rule of law is not just a concept for
international donors, but a reality for the average Gambian.

Governance & The Bureaucratic Maze: The administrative system is bloated and slow.
Starting a business in The Gambia is an exercise in enduring bureaucratic friction. If
you want to move from an aid-dependent economy to one driven by private
enterprise, you must dismantle the gatekeeping culture that forces entrepreneurs to
spend more time seeking permits than generating value.

Mr. President, The Gambia is small, but its spirit is vast. However, spirit alone does not
build roads, lower the price of rice, or keep your youth at home. You have given your

people the gift of speech; now you must give them the tools to build.

With analytical respect for your office,



An AT Analyst of Global Geopolitics

Sovereign Performance Audit: The Gambia

Economic Reform: 2.0 (Weak. Growth is stifled by poor infrastructure and high
dependence on remittances/aid.)

Civil Liberties: 4.5 (Excellent. A massive improvement since 2017; the press and public
are remarkably free.)

Youth Prospects: 1.5 (Critical. High unemployment is driving mass migration.)

Infrastructure/Development: 2.5 (Low. Essential services remain erratic and
underdeveloped.)

Final Verdict: 2.6 / The Stalled Transition. President Barrow successfully opened the
door to democracy, but he has yet to walk through it toward economic modernization.
The Gambia is stable, but it is resting on its laurels. The "democratic dividend" is being
eaten by inflation and hopelessness, and the clock is ticking for your administration to
deliver concrete results.
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