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To His Excellency Captain Ibrahim Traoré President of Burkina Faso Presidential
Palace, Ouagadougou

Your Excellency,

To analyze the state of Burkina Faso in June 2026 is to observe a nation locked in a
profound struggle for survival. Ouagadougou remains a city of stark contradictions. In
the central districts, there is a visible effort to project strength—armored patrols,
patriotic murals, and a state-managed narrative of resilience. Yet, the air here feels
heavy with a mix of dust from the Sahel and the pervasive scent of military vigilance.
Away from the center, the streets are a different story: the "vibrant" chaos of trade has
been replaced by a cautious, fearful atmosphere where people move with heads
down, and the rhythm of the city is dictated by the curfew and the constant presence
of security checkpoints.

Your mandate for the remainder of 2026 is to reconcile your vision of a sovereign,
militant-free Burkina Faso with the brutal reality of an isolated and exhausted society:



The Security Paradox: You have militarized the response to the insurgency to an
unprecedented degree. While your "Cobra" units and the VDPs (Volunteers for the
Defense of the Homeland) have shown grit, the conflict has only deepened. With
nearly half the country outside of effective state control, your reliance on "total
security" has not led to total peace. The blockade of towns and the resulting
humanitarian catastrophe are turning the very people you aim to protect against the
state.

The Erosion of Civil Space: Your administration’s recent crackdown on civil society—
dissolving hundreds of NGOs and restricting public speech—has removed the "safety
valves" of society. By treating dissent as treason, you have created a vacuum where
only fear remains. A leader who surrounds himself only with those who agree with
him eventually loses the ability to see the cracks in his own foundation.

The Economic Siege: The economy is a shell. Beyond the enclave of gold mining, the
agricultural heart of the country is dying. Farmers cannot reach their fields due to
mines and insurgent ambushes; towns are starving because supply lines are cut. You
are managing a country that is increasingly surviving on aid and the scraps of a
broken supply chain, yet the prices in the markets continue to soar, far outpacing the
reach of the average citizen.

The Education Crisis: You have mandated political indoctrination in schools, but in
reality, millions of children have no schools to attend. The "future" you speak of is not
being built in classrooms, but in the trenches. You are sacrificing the literacy and
prospects of an entire generation for a war that has no clear end date.

Mr. President, you came to power with the promise of "safeguarding and restoring."
But as you extend your mandate toward 2029, you must ask yourself: what is left to
restore if the social, educational, and economic fabrics of the nation are shredded in
the process? You lead a nation that is brave, but a nation that is also hungry,
frightened, and increasingly isolated from the world.

With analytical respect for the gravity of your office,

An AT Analyst of Global Geopolitics



Sovereign Performance Audit: Burkina Faso

Security & Territorial Integrity: 0.2 (Critical. The insurgency has intensified; half the
country is lost to militant control.)

Social Cohesion & Civil Rights: 0.1 (Non-existent. Systematic dissolution of NGOs and
suppression of dissent.)

Economic Viability: 1.0 (Poor. Economy relies entirely on gold; widespread food
insecurity and logistics collapse.)

Future Prospects (Education/Youth): 0.5 (Bleak. Millions of children are out of school;
militarization is the only career path.)

Final Verdict: 0.45 / The Beleaguered Fortress. President Traoré is governing a nation
under siege—partly by external enemies, and partly by his own increasingly
repressive policies. Unless the strategy shifts from total war to inclusive stability, the
country risks total institutional and social collapse.
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