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The Honourable Fatafehi Fakafanua Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Tonga Prime 
Minister's Office Nukuʻalofa, Tonga

Mr. Prime Minister,

Today I write to you as The Voice From the Edge of the Pacific.

I have watched many nations.

I have watched empires rise and fade.

I have watched cities grow so large that millions of people pass each other without 
exchanging a single word.

I have watched countries become richer, faster, more connected—and sometimes 
lonelier.



And then there is Tonga.

A kingdom that seems to move to a different rhythm.

A place where modern life has arrived, but has not completely conquered tradition.

A place where the past is not treated as an inconvenience but as an inheritance.

And that alone makes Tonga unusual in today's world.

When people hear the word Tonga, many imagine little more than remote islands 
scattered across the Pacific Ocean.

Palm trees.

Blue water.

Tropical beaches.

A paradise on postcards.

But countries are never postcards.

They are people.

And the real story of Tonga is the story of its people.

Mr. Prime Minister,

The Kingdom of Tonga is one of the few remaining monarchies in the Pacific.

Many Tongans still feel a deep connection to their history, traditions, churches, 
families and communities.

In an era when many societies struggle to answer the question "Who are we?", Tonga 
still possesses a strong sense of identity.



That identity can be seen everywhere.

In village life.

In religious celebrations.

In family gatherings.

In the respect shown to elders.

In the continuing importance of community obligations.

Many countries spend enormous resources trying to rebuild social cohesion after 
losing it.

Tonga still possesses much of it naturally.

And that is a treasure that does not appear in economic reports.

Mr. Prime Minister,

Life in Tonga is peaceful compared with many parts of the world.

Children attend schools.

Students pursue higher education.

Families gather after church services.

Fishermen head out before sunrise.

Markets sell local produce.

Small businesses support communities.



People know their neighbors.

Many know several generations of the same family.

There are hospitals and healthcare services.

There are supermarkets, restaurants, hotels and growing tourism.

There is internet access and increasing connection to the wider world.

Yet there are also realities that concern many citizens.

The cost of living.

Limited employment opportunities.

Dependence on imports.

Economic vulnerability.

And perhaps most importantly, the continuing departure of young people seeking 
better opportunities abroad.

For many talented Tongans, countries such as New Zealand and Australia offer larger 
economies and broader career possibilities.

The result is a dilemma faced by many small island nations.

How do you keep your best talent at home when the world is offering attractive 
alternatives?

Mr. Prime Minister,

The future of Tonga will depend not only on preserving traditions but on creating 
opportunities.



A young person should not have to choose between success and homeland.

They should be able to have both.

This means strengthening education.

Supporting entrepreneurship.

Encouraging innovation.

Expanding digital opportunities.

Building industries that can thrive despite geographic isolation.

Because geography is both Tonga's blessing and its challenge.

The ocean connects Tonga to the world.

But it also separates Tonga from many economic opportunities available elsewhere.

Mr. Prime Minister,

No discussion about Tonga's future can ignore the power of nature.

The people of Tonga understand better than most nations that life can change 
overnight.

Cyclones.

Volcanic activity.

Earthquakes.

Tsunamis.

The spectacular eruption of the underwater volcano in 2022 reminded the entire 



world how vulnerable island nations can be.

Yet it also revealed something else.

Resilience.

The ability of communities to support one another during difficult times.

The determination to rebuild.

The refusal to surrender to circumstances.

These qualities deserve recognition.

Because national strength is not measured by the absence of challenges.

It is measured by how people respond to them.

Mr. Prime Minister,

When I observe Tonga, I do not see a small island kingdom.

I see a society attempting something very difficult.

To remain itself while adapting to a rapidly changing world.

To protect its culture without isolating itself.

To embrace progress without losing identity.

To modernize without forgetting wisdom.

These are challenges that many much larger countries have failed to solve.

Tonga still has the opportunity to succeed.



Respectfully,

The Voice From the Edge of the Pacific

P.S. A Citizen's Audit of the Country

• Stability and Security: 4.5 / 5

Tonga enjoys a high degree of political stability, social cohesion and public safety.

• Economy and Standard of Living: 3.5 / 5

Living standards are generally stable, though economic opportunities remain limited 
and dependence on imports is significant.

• Social Well-Being: 4.5 / 5

Strong families, community life, faith and cultural continuity contribute greatly to 
quality of life.

• Development and Future Prospects: 4.0 / 5

The country faces challenges related to geography, climate and migration, but 
possesses strong social foundations and considerable potential.

Final Score: 4.13 / 5 — A Kingdom Preserving What Many Nations Have Lost

Tonga may not possess vast territory.

It may not possess enormous wealth.

But it possesses something increasingly rare:

a people who still know where they come from, who they are, and what binds them 
together.
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